Tales of Childhood
Roald Dahl
About the Poet:

Roald Dahl (1916 — 1990) was a British novelist, short story writer, poet, fighter pilot and screenwriter. Dahl
rose to prominence in the 1940s, with works for both children and adults, and became one of the world’s
best-selling authors. His works include James and the Giant Peach, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
Matilda, The Witches and George’s Marvellous Medicine. The present text is an excerpt from his
autobiography Boy: Tales of Childhood.
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First Part of The Text

My father, Harold Dahl, was a Norwegian who came from a small town near V Oslo, called Sarpsborg.
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His own father, my grandfather, was a fairly prosperous merchant who owned a store in Sarpsborg and
traded in just about everything from cheese to chicken-wire.
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My father had lost an arm when he was fourteen, but had become a successful shipbroker.

NI AT (BT IR ITCT ABIC6 O ZRCAREEN, O N JB0 STped SRS WA JAIIQARBIA
AREAN|

A shipbroker is a person who supplies the ship with everything it needs when it comes into port-fuel and
food, ropes and paint, soap and towels, hammers and nails, and thousands of other little items.
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A shipbroker is a kind of enormous shopkeeper for ships, and by far the most important item he supplies to
them is the fuel on which the ship’s engines run-in those days, only coal.
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He set up a shipbroking farm at Cardiff of South Wales.
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My father met my mother, Sofie Magdalene Hesselberg during the summer of 1911 and were married soon
after.
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In 1918, when | was two, we all moved into an imposing country mansion beside the village of Radyr, about
eight miles north of Cardiff.
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| remember it as a mighty house with turrets on its roof and with majestic lawns and terraces all around it.
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There were many acres of farm and woodland, and a number of cottages for the staff.
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Very soon, the meadows were full of milking cows and the sties were full of pigs and the chicken-run was
full of chickens.
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There were several horses for pulling the ploughs and the hay-wagons, and there was a ploughman and a
cowman and a couple of gardeners and all manner of servants in the house itself.
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Textual Questions

Activity 1

Rearrange the following sentences in the correct order and put the numbers in the given boxes:
(1) He met Sofie Magdalene Hesselberg in 1911. IV

(2) They, along with their family members, moved to Radyr in 1918. VI

(3) Harold Dahl became a successful shipbroker and set up a farm at Cardiff. 1l
(4) They married soon after. V

(5) Harold Dahl lost his arm when he was fourteen. I

(6) The writer’s grandfather was a prosperous merchant. |

Activity 1

Complete the following sentences with information from the text:

(a) The narrator’s grandfather was a fairly prosperous merchant who owned a store in Sarpsborg and
traded in just about everything from cheese to chicken wire.

(b) Harold Dahl had lost an arm when he was fourteen .

(c) A shipbroker is a person who supplies the ship with everything it needs.




(d) In the country mansion beside the village of Rady, there were many acres of farm and woodland, and
a number of cottages for the staff.

Activity 3

Answer the following question:

Do you think that the narrator was happy living in the imposing mansion?
Ans. | think the narrator was very happy living in the imposing mansion.
Let’s Continue the Second Part:

In 1920, when | was still only three, my mother’s eldest child, my own sister Astri, died from appendicitis.
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She was seven years old when she died.
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Astri was far and away my father’s favourite.
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He adored her beyond measure and her sudden death left him literally speechless for days afterwards.
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He was so overwhelmed with grief that when he himself went down with pneumonia a month or so
afterwards, he did not much care whether he lived or died.
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If they had penicillin in those days, neither appendicitis nor pneumonia would have been so much of a
threat, but with no penicillin or any other magical antibiotic cures, pneumonia, in particular, was a very
dangerous disease indeed.
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The patient had to fight to survive.
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My father refused to fight.
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He was thinking, | am quite sure, of his beloved daughter, and he was wanting to join her in heaven.
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So he died.
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He was fifty-seven years old.
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My mother had now lost a daughter and a husband all in the space of a few weeks.
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Here she was, suddenly having to face all alone the very gravest problems and responsibilities.
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She had five children to look after.
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She sold the big house and moved to a smaller one a few miles away in Llandaff.
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It was called Cumberland Lodge and was nothing more than a pleasant medium-sized suburban villa.
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So it was in Llandaff two years later, when | was six years old, that | went to my first school.
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Textual Questions

Activity 4

Write ‘T’ for true and ‘F’ for false statements in the given boxes. Give supporting statements for
each of your answers:

(a) The narrator was the eldest child in the family.
Ans: F

S.S> In 1920, when | was still only three, my mother’s eldest child, my own sister Astri, died from
appendicitis.

(b) Astri was the favourite child of the narrator’s father.
Ans: T

S.S> Astri was far and away my father’s favourite.

(c) The narrator’s father died of appendicitis.

Ans: F

S.S> He was so overwhelmed with grief that when he himself went down with pneumonia a month or so
afterwards, he did not much care whether he lived or died.

(d) After his father’s death, the narrator along with his other family members moved to Llandaff.



Ans: T

S.S> She sold the big house and moved to a smaller one a few miles away in Lla

Activity 5

Answer the following questions:

(a) How old was Astri when she died?

Ans. When Astri died she was seven years old.

(b) Why was pneumonia a very dangerous disease?

Ans. There was no penicillin or any other magical antibiotic to cure pneumonia in that time.
(c) What made the narrator’s father reluctant to fight against the disease?

Ans. The narrator’s father loved his daughter Astri very much. Her sudden death left him literally speechless
for days afterwards. And this made the narrator’s father reluctant to fight against the disease

Let’s Continue the Third Part:

The school was a kindergarten run by two sisters, Mrs Corfield and Miss Tucker, and it was called the
Elmtree House.
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It is astonishing how little one remembers about one’s life before the age of seven or eight.
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| can tell you all sorts of things that happened to me from eight onwards, but only very few before that.
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I went for a whole year to EImtree House but | cannot even remember what my classroom looked like.
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Nor can | picture the faces of Mrs Corfield or Miss Tucker, although | am sure they were sweet and smiling.
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I do have a blurred memory of sitting on the stairs and trying over and over again to tie one of my
shoelaces, but that is all that comes back to me at this distance of the school itself.
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On the other hand, | can remember very clearly the journeys | made to and from the school because they
were so tremendously exciting.
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Great excitement is probably the only thing that really interests a six-year-old boy and it sticks in his mind.
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In my case, the excitement centred around my new tricycle.
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| rode to school on it every day with my eldest sister riding on hers.
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No grown-ups came with us, and | can remember oh so vividly how the two of us used to go racing at
enormous speeds down the middle of the road and then, most glorious of all, when we came to a corner, we
would lean to one side and take it on two wheels.
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All this, you must realize, was in the good old days when the sight of a motor car on the street was an
event, and it was quite safe for tiny children to go tricycling and whooping their way to school in the centre
of the highway.
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So much, then, for my memories of kindergarten sixty-two years ago.
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It's not much, but it's all there is left.
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Textual Questions

Activity 6
Fill in the following chart with information from the text:
Cause Effect

(i)One can remember very little about one’s life before

. The narrator is astonished
the age of seven or eight.

(i) The narrator can tell about very few things before The narrator cannot picture the faces of Mrs

the age of eight. Cornfield or Miss Tucker.
(iif) The journeys made to or from the school were The narrator can remember these journeys very
tremendouslyexciting clearly.

It was quite safe for tiny children to go tricycling

(iv) A motor car on the road was an event then in the centre of the highway.

Activity 6



Answer the following questions:

(a) What was the name of the narrator’s first school?

Ans. The name of the narrator’s first school was Elmtree House.

(b) Which blurred memory does the narrator have of his early days?

Ans. Sitting on the stairs the narrator was trying over and over again to tie one of my shoelaces.
(c) How did the narrator enjoy his journeys to and from school?

Ans. The narrator enjoyed racing on his tricycle at enormous speeds down the middle of the road with his
eldest sister.

(d) ‘It's not much, but it’s all there is left—Why, according to you, did the narrator make this comment?

Ans. The narrator had very few memories of his early childhood. He regretted this. But he could still recall
some special incidents which were the most precious things in his life.

Activity 8(b)

Identify the voice of the following sentences and fill in the table given below:
(i) He told a story.

(ii) The ball was thrown by the boy.

(iii) I read many books.

(iv) Football is played by them.

Active voice Passive voice
(i) He told a story. (ii) The ball was thrown by the boy.
(iii) I read many books. (iv) Football is played by them.

Activity 8(c)

Match column A with column B:

A B

(i) Rumita made a paper boat. (a) Food is cooked by her. iii
(i) I know the man. (b) A cricket match was watched by us. iv
(iii) She cooks food. (c) A paper boat was made by Rumita. i
(iv)We watched a cricket match. (d) The man is known to me. ii

Activity 8(d.)

Change the voice of the following sentences:
(a) Riya sang a song.

Ans.> A song was sung by Riya.

(b) She knows my brother.

Ans.> My brother is known to her.



(c) I wrote a letter.

Ans.> A letter was written by me.

(d) They cleaned the classroom.

Ans.> The classroom was cleaned by them.
Activity 9

Make meaningful sentences with the given pairs of words. Use one pair for one sentence:
(a) met, shop

Ans.> | met him in the shop.

(b) remember, days

Ans.> | can remember my old days.

(c) moved, place

Ans.> | moved from that place.

(d) fight, country

Ans.> Our freedom fighters fight for our country.



