The Magic Fishbone
Translation:

There was once a king, and he had a Queen. They had several children. Alicia was the eldest, who looked
after the other children. The King was, in his private profession, under the government. The Queen’s father had
been a medical man out of town.
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One day, the king was going to the office when he stopped at the fishmonger’s shop. He needed to buy a
pound and a half of salmon which the Queen had requested him to send home.
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He had not proceeded far after finishing his shopping, when the fishmonger’s errand-boy came running after
him.
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He said, “Sir, you didn’t notice the old lady in our shop. “What old lady?” enquired the King. “| saw none.” Now,
the King had not seen any old lady because she had been invisible to him, though visible to the fishmonger’s
boy.
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Second Part Of The Magic Fish Bone Story::8

Just then, the old lady came trotting up! She was dressed in shot-silk of the richest quality.
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“King Watkins the first, | believe?” “Watkins,” replied the King, “is my name.”
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“Papa of the beautiful princess Alicia?” The old lady asked.
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“Yes,” King Watkins replied.
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“You are going to the office?” said the old lady.
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It instantly flashed upon the king that she must be a Fairy, or how could she know that?
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“You are right,” said the old lady, answering his thoughts, “I am the Good Fairy Grandmarina. Listen. When you
return home to dinner, invite the princess Alicia to have some of the salmon you bought just now. When the
beautiful princess finishes eating, you will find she will leave a fish-bone on her plate. Tell her to dry it, and to
rub it, and to polish it till it shines like mother-of-pearl. Ask her to take care of it as a present from me.”
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“Is that all?” Asked the King.
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“Tell the princess Alicia, with my love, that the fish-bone is a magic present which can be used only once. It will
bring her, only once, what she wishes for-provided she wishes for it at the right time. That is the message.
Take care of it.”
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With those words, Grandmarina vanished. The King went on and on, till he came to his office. There he wrote
and wrote and wrote, till it was time to go home again. Then he invited the princess Alicia, as the fairy had
directed him, to take the salmon.
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And when she had enjoyed it very much, he saw the fish-bone on her plate and delivered the Fairy’s message.
Princess Alicia took care to dry the bone, and to rub it, and to polish it till it shone like mother-of-pearl.
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Days went by. One morning, the King came into Alicia’s room. He was sighing heavily, and seemed low
spirited. He sat down miserably, leaning his head upon his hand, and his elbow upon the kitchen table.
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Alicia asked, “What is the matter, Papa?” “| am extremely poor, my child,” the King replied.
“Have you no money at all, Papa?” Alicia enquired.”
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“‘None, my child.”
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“Is there no way left of getting any, Papa?”
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“No way,” said the King.

“I have tried very hard, and | have tried all ways.”
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When she heard those last words, the princess Alicia began to put her hand into the pocket where she kept the
magic fish-bone.
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“Papa,” said she, “when we have tried very hard, and tried all ways, we must have done our very best?”
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“No doubt, Alicia.”
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“When we have done our very best, Papa, and that is not enough, then | think the right time must have come
for asking help of others.” This was indeed the very secret connected with the magic fish-bone.
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So she took out from her pocket the magic fish-bone that had been dried and rubbed and polished till it shone
like mother-of-pearl. She gave it a little kiss and wished it was salary day.
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And immediately the King’s salary came rattling down the chimney, and bounced into the middle of the floor.
Immediately afterwards, the good fairy Grandmarina came riding in, in a carriage drawn by four peacocks,
dressed in silver and gold.
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“Alicia, my dear,” said the charming old fairy, “How do you do?’ The princess Alicia embraced her.

Grandmarina turned to the King then. “I suppose you know the reason now why Alicia did not use the fish-bone
sooner?”
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“It only remains,” said Grandmarina in conclusion, “to make an end to the fish-bone.” So she took it from the
hand of the princess Alicia, and it was instantly grabbed by the little snapping pug-dog next door!
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Activity 1

Tick the correct answer:

(a) Alicia looked after

(i) the fishmonger

(ii) her brothers and sisters

(iii) the old lady

(b) The queen’s father had been a
(i) medical man +

(i) postman

(iii) tailor

(c) The king wanted to buy salmon weighing
(i) a pound

(i) a pound and a half

(iii) two pounds

(d) The old lady had been visible to
(i) the queen’s father

(ii) the king




(iii) the fishmonger's boy v

Activity 2
Rearrange the following sentences in the correct order and put the numbers in the given boxes:
(1) The old lady had been invisible to the king. 6
(2) He bought salmon. 2
(3) The errand boy came running after him. 4
(4) The king stopped at the fishmonger’s shop. 1
(5) The errand boy asked if the king had seen the old lady. 5
(6) He left the shop. 3
Activity 3
Answer the following question:

“ The king was, in his private profession, under the government. “ is this king similar to the stories of the other
kings that you have read so far?

Answer: No, this king is not similar to the stories of other kings that | have read so far.
Activity 4

Complete the following sentences with information from the text:

(a) The old dressed in the shot — silk of the richest quality.

(b) King Watkins was the father of the beautiful princess Alica.

(c) The fish bone was the magic present for the beautiful princess Alicia.

(d) Princess Alicia took care to dry the bone, to rub it, and to polish it.
Activity 5

Answer the following question in complete sentences :

(a) Why did the King think that the lady was a fairly?

Answer: The old lady called the king by his name and also asked if he was the father of princess Alicia, though
she was unknown to the king. So the king thought that she might be a fairy.

(b) What was the message given by Grandmarina?

Answer: The message given by Grandmarina was that the king must invite princess Alica to eat
salmon who would leave a fishbone on her plate.That fish bone can fulfill one wish of princess Alicia.

(c) When did Grandmarnia vanish ?

Answer: After telling her message that the fish-bone is a magic present that can be used only once,the grand
marina vanished.

(d) What did the king do in his office?
Answer: In his office, the king wrote and wrote till it was time to go home again.
Activity 6

Write ‘T’ for true statements and ‘F’ for false statements in the given boxes. Give supporting
statements for each of your answers:

(a) One morning Alicia found the king to be very happy.

Answer: False

Supporting Statement: He was sighing heavily and seemed low-spirited.
(b) Alicia had kept the magic fishbone in the drawer of her room.

Answer: False




Supporting Statement: Alicia began to put her hand into the pocket where she kept the magic fish-bone.
(c) The king’s problem was solved by the magic fish bone.
Answer: True

Supporting Statement: The King’s salary came rattling down the chimney and bounced into the middle of the
floor.

(d) In the end Alicia handed over the fishbone to the old fairy.
Answer: True
Supporting Statement: So she took it from the hand of princess Alicia.
Activity 7
Answer the following question in complete sentences:
(a) Why was the king feeling miserable?
Answer: The King was feeling miserable because he became extremely poor and had no money at all.
(b) What was to Alica the right moment for asking help from others ?

Answer: To Alica, the right moment for asking for help from others was when they had tried all means but
failed.

(c) Why did Grandmarina wish to make an of the fish bone?

Answer: Grandmarina wished to make an end of the fish-bone because the fishbone had been used to fulfill a
wish.

Activity 10 (a)
Read the following passage and fill in the chart with information from the passage.

Q) Name of the fish Salmon

(2) Place where it is found Coast

3) It migrates to Ocean

(4) Where it lays eggs Fresh water

(5) Time spent in fresh water Six months to three year

(6) Distance travelled by a salmon Hundreds of miles




