Land Of The Pharaohs
The Translation of the Text.
Cairo, Egypt.
Ishan:So, finally we are in Cairo.
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Mother:We are going to Giza, Ishan; to see the three great pyramids.
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Ishan:What's a pyramid, Ma?
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Mother:A pyramid is a huge, triangular, monument. The burial ground of the Pharaohs.
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Ishan:And who is a Pharaoh?
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Mother:A Pharaoh is an Egyptian King. The Pharaohs lived around five thousand years ago.
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Ishan:We are going to see so many interesting things. | wish father had come with us.
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Mother:The prize | won at the singing competition entitled only two for a sponsored tour of
Egypt. Your father wanted you and me to come.
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Ishan:What’s that, Ma?
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Mother:That’s the Sphinx, Ishan. It's a rock statue with a human head and a lion’s body.
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The Sphinx represents intelligence and strength. It guards the pyramids.
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Mother:It’s going to be quite a long walk in the sun. Wait here. | will go and fetch a couple of
sandwiches and water from the car.
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Sphinx: Ishan!
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Ishan:Ma, the Sphinx is talking to me!
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Sphinx:Ishan, Ishan
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Ishan’s mother was already gone.
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Ishan:How do you know my name?
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Sphinx:| know many things. | know you are Ishan from Raiganj. You study in Class VI. Do you
want to know the history of this place?
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Ishan:l don’t like studying history. | can’t remember dry facts.
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Sphinx:| will show you something you will never forget. Close your eyes and open them again.

I (oI I FR (AT [ @M SN WAl M| (OIS (B4 I PR A9 AR
CATCTT |

Sphinx:Ishan, Egypt is the gift of the river Nile. You are now standing by the Nile. Now close
your eyes and open them again.
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Sphinx:Around five thousand years ago a great civilisation flourished in Egypt, mainly led by the
Pharaohs. The kings were wise...
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...and the soldiers were brave.
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Sphinx:Ancient Egypt was also a land of prosperity and festivals.
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Ishan:O Sphinx, tell me about the pyramids.
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Sphinx:The pyramids were funerary edifices of the pharaohs. Pharaoh Khufu’s pyramid is the
biggest pyramid.
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Before the burial, the bodies of royal persons had to go through mummification.
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The Egyptian priests found a way to preserve the dead bodies. Spices, chemicals and oils were
used by them. That is how they made...
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Look, that's queen Nefertiti; perhaps the most beautiful queen of Egypt.
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He is king Tutenkhamun who died in his teens. His body is preserved as a mummy.
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That’s Howard Carter who discovered Tutenkhamun’s tomb in 1922.
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Tutenkhamun
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Mother:l see you have not moved from the spot since | left you.
S (OIS (RUG SR A (AP (AR QN Grsw ((F +G [

Mother:We are going to see a lot of amazing things yet, the pyramid of Pharaoh Khufu and the
tomb of Tutenkhamun.
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Ishan:Ma, Khufu’s pyramid is the largest in Egypt and Tutenkhamun was a teen emperor!
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Mother:I’'m immensely surprised that Pharaohs and Egyptian history is so well known to you,
Ishan! Are you beginning to like history?
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Ishan:Yes.
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Thank you, Sphinx!
Activity 1
Tick (V) the correct alternative:
(A) Ishan and his mother visited (Giza/Luxor/ Alexandria) to see the pyramids.
(b) A pyramid is a huge (rectangular/ cylindrical/ triangular) monument.
(c) River (Nile/Bhagirathi/ Volga) flows through Egypt.
(d) The teen emperor of Egypt was (Khufu/Cephran/ Tutenkhamun).
Activity 2
Complete the followings sentences with information from the text:
(a) The Pharaohs lived in Egypt.
(b) Sphinx is a rock statue with a human head and a lion’s body.
(c) Ishan’s mother went to fetch a couple of sandwiches and water from the car.
(d)The Egyptian priests preserved the dead bodies by using Spices, chemicals and oils.
Activity 4
Fill in the chart with information from the text :




Who What When

Took Ishan back to Ishan’s mother left to get some

The Sphinx | - cient Egypt water and sandwiches.

he closed his eyes and then

Ishan Saw the river Nile ;
opened them again.

Royal Had to go through

2 Before burial
Persons mummification

Howard

Dug Tutenkhamun’s tomb | 1992
carter

Activity 5
Answer the following question in complete sentences :
(a) Why was Ishan’s father not able to accompany him to Egypt?

Answer: Ishan’s mother won a prize at a singing competition. It sponsored the tour to Cairo for
two persons only. So, Ishan’s father wanted Ishan to go there with his mother.

(b) What does the Sphinx represent?

Answer: The sphinx represents intelligence and strength.

(c) What is the biggest pyramid of Egypt?

Answer: Pharaoh Khufu’'s pyramid is the biggest pyramid of Egypt.

(d) Why was Ishan’s mother surprised when she returned to her son?

Answer: Ishan’s mother was surprised to see that Ishan did not move from the spot where she
left him.

Activity 6 (a)
Fill in the blanks with suitable verbs:
(i) The girl is playing alone.
(ii) A carpenter and a blacksmith work in our street.
(iii) The king was very powerful.
(iv) The sisters and brothers are running in the field.




